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Small-Scale Livestock: Challenges and Celebrations (Panel)‌ ‌
 ‌

S‌abrina Friend, Prairie Hills Farm‌
Heidi Potter, Summer Solstice Farms‌ ‌
Whitney Schlegel, Marble Hill Farm 

Mulch Hall 

Root Zone 

Small Farms Conservation Conference 
September 10th, 2026    8:30am - 5:00pm    Forest Park Inn & Teter Organic Farm, Noblesville, IN

GET THE DIRTGET THE DIRT

9:15 - 9:55 am Session 1 - Breakouts: 

9:55 - 10:00 am Take 5!‌   ‌Quick Break 

10:00-10:45 am Session 2 - Breakouts: 

Planting Community in City Spaces (Panel)   
  

F reida Graves, Faith Farms LLC 
Danielle Guerin, Soul Food Project Indy 
Samantha Alba, Crooked Creek 
 Permaculture/Rooted in Realty 

Mulch Hall 

8:30 - 9:00 am Networking & Coffee‌  

9:00 - 9:10 am Welcome‌ ‌to Get the Dirt: Year of the Woman Farmer 

Ecology of a Campus Farm   
J ackie Kehr, Interim Ullem Farm Manager, DePauw University 

The role of a campus farm at a Liberal Arts Institution may
seem wildly different than most farms in Indiana, but we are
perfectly positioned to teach our students and neighbors
about the importance of small, local agriculture. Learn about
how we attempt to harness the energy of college students,
create opportunities for experiential learning by professors,
and feed our community.‌  

Join farmer and Indiana  Small Farms
Conservationist Megan Ayers in a pane l
discussion with livestock farmers who
center animal welfare and conservation
on their farms, reflecting on the
challenges and celebrations of small
scale livestock production. 

Join ecology advocate and Indiana ‌Small Farms
Conservationist Tanvi Lad in conver‌sation with
farmers who work to build farm businesses ‌and‌
nourish community through food production,
social engagement, and cultivating opportunities
for connection. 

 Moderator: Tanvi Lad,  IN Small Farms

 Moderator: Megan Ayers, IN Small Farms, 
Unvarnished Farm



10:00-10:45 am Session 2 - Breakouts: 

Root Zone 

10:45-10:50 am Take 5!     Quick Break 

10:50-11:30 am Session 3 - Breakouts: 

Creative Diversification in EcoMarkets (Panel) 
Karen McMahan, American Wildflower Farms 
Jenny Wyss, Homestead Solutions Plus   
Julie Perkins, Perkins Good Earth Farm   
Elizabeth Tobey, Bundlesticks Farm 

Mulch Hall 

Planting Habitat to Maximize Crop Pollination‌
  

Ella Stroh, ‌Indiana Partner Biologist, Pollinator Partnership 

Ella will explore the ins and outs of creating pollinator-friendly
habitat areas using Indiana native plants and following best
practices to support pollinators and other beneficial insects.
She’ll cover how to select plants suited to your site, create a
diverse mix of species that provide pollinators with resources
throughout the growing season, and establish and maintain
habitat for long-term success. 

Root Zone 

11:35 - 12:25pm 

Outdoor patio hang option Ask the Expert - EQIP for Small Farms
Cara Bergschneider, Small Scale Conservationist, NRCS

Silvopasture - The Why and How of Trees in Pasture‌
  

Xi‌nyuan Shi ‌Technical Assistance Provider at Savanna Institute

Si‌lvopasture is the intentional integration of livestock, pasture,
and trees. It’s a practice with ancient roots around the world
and has seen recent revitalization and adoption across the
Midwest. Xinyuan will be going over the benefits of
silvopasture, how you can successfully establish trees into
pasture to complement your existing operation, and a handful
of proven systems meeting a diversity of end-goals. 

Join farmer and SARE coordinator Liz‌ Brownlee in a business plan creation
activity before le‌arning about how these farmers bring creative diversification
to their farm businesses in meaningful and community-based ways. 

 Moderator: Liz Brownlee, Nightfall Farm

LUNCH‌  ‌+‌Network and visit the resource tables Mulch Hall 



1:25 - 1:30 pm 

Teter Organic Farm‌ - Katy Rogers 
10980 E 221st St, Noblesville, IN 46062 (6 mi away) 

2:00 - 3:30 pm Farm Tour 
3:30 - 5:00 pm Happy Hour 

Join us for a farm tour and social at Teter Organic Farm, a diversified
Certified Organic vegetable and flower farm in central Indiana. ‌Katy
Rogers will share Teter’s production and conservation practices, followed
by a social hour with light food, drinks, and opportunities to connect. 

Rachel Beyer,‌   ‌Mavourneen Farm 

Rachel will share her personal farm story, from
falling in love with the work of growing food at
the MSU Student Organic Farm, to starting her

own vegetable business on family land with
her partner Jonas, and later co-founding the

Bloomington Farm Stop, a farmer owned
cooperative grocery store. Come hear about
the celebrations and challenges inherent to

food system work, different ways to be a
farmer, and the essential role of community

building in conservation.‌  

12:30 - 1:20 pm 
KEYNOTE‌  

Growing for Good: the intersection of food, farm, and community 

Closing Remarks‌  

2:00-5:00 pm 
Farm Tour & Social: 
Rooted in Community, Growing for a Better Tomorrow

Pack up & travel to Teter Organic Farm for those who can stay.

This is a functioning farm with uneven terrain. Shelter and restroom facilities are available. 

Our mission is simple yet
profound: to increase access
to healthy, nutritious food for
vulnerable populations while

providing ecological education
and building relationships

within the community. 
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